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				Young Luke 5kywalker had nev-er heard “the Force” mentioned by his Uncle Owen or Aunt Beru. Perhaps it was because the Force was the issue at the center of the galactic war that had spanned the better part of a decade. It had result-ed in the death of Luke’s father and thousands more Jedi Knights of the Old Republic. 

				Now that Owen and Beru had the responsibility of raising Luke, they were not about to fill his head with thoughts about the Force—which could only lead to his answer-ing the call of the rebellion that was already a small, distant voice in his consciousness.

				So when Obi-wan Kenobi, the last of the Jedi Knights, fondly men-tioned the Force, Luke was imme-diately smitten with an obsession to learn and to join the rebellion against the evil Imperial government.

				For Good or Evil

				Kenobi brought up the subject of the Force quite by coincidence. Following their encounter with the mummy-clothed Tusken Raiders, better known as the Sand People, he explained how Luke’s father had met his death at the hands of Darth Vader, a former student of Kenobi’s who mastered the ways of the “dark 
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				side” of the Force, only to use its power for evil purposes. The Force, according to the theory of scientists, was an energy field generated by living things. Since uneducated early man was un-able to deal with the Force on scientific terms, he sought su-pernatural explanations for it. The force was clearly a diety—a god to these early people, and some “Of them even thought the Force controlled man’s actions and not the other way around. Kenobi held this ancient view. When speaking of the Force, old Kenobi’s eyes sparkled as if he were talking about a very dear old friend rather than an impersonal Force.

				The Jedi Knights possessed the secret for tapping the limit-less power of the Force, which gave them their special prowess as space warriors.

				And if Luke Skywalker was to join Kenobi and the Alliance in their mission for the cause of the Republic, then he too would have to learn the ways of the Force.

				The Search for the True Force

				The search for the source of life and the explanation for the creation of the universe has gone on down through the ages. Anthropologists tell us that even the most primitive peoples, in their attempt to explain the mysteries of the universe, see the answers in supernatural forces. Generally, explanations for the existence of all things are found to fit in three basic categories of religious belief: the atheistic view, the pantheistic view and the theistic view. Now don’t let these technical terms confuse you, because they are simple to understand.

				The atheist (sometimes called materialist) believes in the existence of material things only—that which can be detected with the five senses of sight, hearing, feeling, tasting and smell-ing. In the mind of the atheist, there is no supernatural force in existence beyond the material universe. In other words, there is nothing spiritual, there are only things like rocks, trees and animals.

				Similar to the atheistic view is that of pantheism, which is the basis of most Eastern religions. The pantheist, like the athe-ist, believes in only material things. But, he sees a force in the 
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				material world-a divine force in the rocks and trees and animals.

				Finally, the theistic view recognizes the material world but also finds a very real spiritual world. Polytheists believe in many gods, while monotheists believe in only one God. The Bible de-scribes God as a single being—a divine force, ‘if you will, with personality, infinite power and knowledge, and character. He alone is the creator of all things, the cause behind the existence of the creation. Because He is personal He has the ability to re-late on a personal level with His creation, namely with human beings.

				The Many Names of the True Force

				Elohim is a Hebrew word that refers to the one true God of Ju-daism: “Almighty God.” It is first used in the Bible in Genesis 1:1: “In the beginning God [Elohim] created the heavens and the earth.”	

				Yahweh is usually translated as “Lord” (Master), although some-times it is transliterated “Jehovah.” It is the personal name of the living God of Israel.

				Adonai shows that God is a being full of life and power. It is translated “Lord,” “Lord of lords,” and “Lord of all the earth,” indicating that God is the highest ruler of all. Everything is therefore subject to God, and man is His servant.

				Jehovah-jireh, mentioned in the first book of the Bible, means “the Lord provides” (Genesis 22:8, 14). Here we see God as the great provider—One who meets the needs of His People.

				Jehovah-nissi was the name Moses gave to a victory altar after defeating the Amalekites (Exodus 17:15). It means “the Lord is my banner.” It is a small flag that an army rallies around and fol-lows into combat. So if the Lord is a banner, troops rally around Him as He leads them into conflict. Can you think of anyone else you would rather follow into battle?

				Jehovah-shalom is the name given by Gideon to the altar he built in honor to God (Judges 6:24). It means “the Lord is peace.” There are many references in the Bible where God promises to 
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				give His people peace. But the kind of peace the Lord gives is different from the peace found in worldly things; it is a peace within the soul (John 14:27).

				Jehovah-tsidkenu is the name by which the Son of God—the Messiah (Christ)—is to be known (Jeremiah 23:6). It means “the Lord is our righteousness.” Paul writes that, “If any man is in Christ, he is a new creature.” (2 Corinthians 5:19) That is, a Chosen person is a righteous new creation in their ontological state of being; however, in this age, a Chosen One can behave wholeheardedly (fleshly) or half-heartedly (spiritually) when “walking” or “living” as if still an a natural person in Adam. (Romans 8). 

				Jehovah-shammah is the name given to the city of Ezekiel’s vision, and means “the Lord is there” (Ezekiel 48:35). This was a promise by God that He would be with His people (Chosen Ones) in the city. Indeed, the Lord is with His people wherev-er they might be, and will remain with them forever (Matthew 28:20).

				Long before people said, “The Force be with you,” believers bid farewell with the phrase, “God be with you.”

				“The Lord of Hosts” is different from the above names of God, in that this is a divine title. It is used in the Bible to show God as always being the Savior and Protector of His people (Psalms 46:7, 11). The “hosts” are all the heavenly powers who stand ready to do as the Lord commands.

				“Lord God of Israel” is another title and is used many times by the prophets of the Old Testament (e.g., Isaiah 17:6; Zephaniah 2:9). It always refers to the one true God who is worshiped by the people of Israel.

				“The Holy One of Israel” was a favorite title for God with the prophet Isaiah (he used it twenty-nine times in his prophetic writings in the Bible). Similar to this are the titles, “the Mighty One of Israel” and “the Strength [victory] of Israel” (1 Samuel 15:29).
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				“Ancient of days” is the description by the prophet Daniel, who pictures God on His throne of judgment, judging the great world empires at the end of the age (Daniel 7:9, 13, 22).

				A Living Being

				The Bible always discusses the being of God in relation to His attributes, or character qualities. He is described as spirit, pure, moral, personal and having no beginning and no ending. He is the supreme mind and the source of all knowledge and wisdom for His creatures.

				God is infinite in the sense that there is no limit to His knowl-edge or any other quality. Though a personal being, God is pres-ent throughout all His creation and is the ultimate and supreme Force.	

				What God is Made of

				God’s very being and His divine qualities are the same. This means that the substance of God is love, that He is all power, that He is all knowledge, that He is righteousness, that He is mercy, and so on.

				To help us better understand the attributes of God, they can be classified in two groups—communicable and incommunica-ble; that is, attributes which can and cannot be transferred from God to any human.

				God’s Communicable Attributes 

				The communicable attributes include wisdom, goodness, righ-teousness, justice and love. We can actually have these qualities in our own lives; but, of course, in lesser degree than God.

				The incommunicable attributes of God are those which we can-not obtain in our lives because we are mortal. God possesses them because He is eternal and perfect.

				These unique qualities of God include the following:

				Self-existence. God is the sole cause for His own existence. He does not depend upon any force outside Himself.

				Unchanging. His being, perfections, purposes and promises are all unchanging. He is the same yesterday, today and forever (He-brews 13:8).
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				All-knowing and all-presence. God’s knowledge is part of His divine nature. He doesn’t have to learn things as we do. He already knows all things! His knowledge is perfect as well as complete, and extends into the past as well as into the future. Because God is all-knowing, He must be in all places at all times-nothing is or takes place outside of His presence or knowledge.

				All-powerful. God is the True Force. Within Him is concen-trated the complete, supreme power that can create some-thing out of nothing. God’s power is totally creative. He is the Creator of the universe and all that is with in it.

				Eternal. All-powerful God is the True Force. Within Him is concentrated the complete, supreme power that can create something out of nothing. God’s power is totally creative. He is the Creator of the universe and all that is with in it. God is not limited by time. He has no beginning and no end. “I am,” He said, showing that His all-presence is eternal (Exo-dus 3:14).

				Holiness. The most distinctive attribute of God is His holi-ness. Only God is holy: nothing in His creation comes near holiness. What is the holiness of God? It is His intellectu-al and moral splendor; His ethical purity in delighting over good and hating all that is evil.

				The Ways of the True Force

				God is in control of all things—except the will of man. Since His knowledge is perfect in all things past and all things fu-ture, He does not have to wait for things to happen as we do. He planned them and they will happen just the way He planned (Isaiah 46:9-10). Will His plans change? Hardly, be-cause this would imply He lacked wisdom in planning in the first place, or lacked power in carrying out His plans. God’s plans for all creation are explained in the Bible.

				While God desires certain things from man, His desires are often disobeyed. He gave man a free will in order that man might worship Him out of his own desire and not be-
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				cause he is some kind of robot which is programmed. But, man, because he is not perfect like God, often wills to do those things which fall short of God’s perfect standards. Such disobedience is called sin in the Bible, and the Ten Commandments clearly show how far short of perfection we all fall (Exodus 20). Because God is just, He punishes all sin.

				God Forgives His Children of Sin

				Here is a real dilemma. Since “doing our own thing” can result in sin, and since we are not capable of living up to God’s perfect standards even when we try, is there no escape from God’s judg-ment? I’ve got good news for you! Jesus Christ is God’s “way out.” The Bible explains it so well: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16, NASB).

				True freedom, then, does not come in doing our own thing, but through faith in Jesus Christ.

				More than undefinable energy, the True Force whom we know as the God of the Bible is a perfect being who created all things, who controls the destiny of the universe, and who desires that all men find freedom in His perfect will through belief in His Son, Jesus Christ.

				* * * * *
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